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The natural geology of the site consisted of truncated Thanet Beds, overlain by Holocene 
brickearth. Two areas of activity were excavated. In the north of the site, close to the 
Sandwich Road frontage, the earliest feature was a pit of possible late Bronze or Iron Age 
date. During the early Roman period a series of inter-cutting, east-west, parallel ditches were 
dug across this part of the site. These are interpreted as the southern boundary of an 
enclosed agrarian settlement, probably a single farmstead, which extended further north 
under the Sandwich Road. Other features, including gullies, pits and post-pits provided 
evidence for one robbed out timber building and associated occupation. A second cluster of 
features in the western part of the site, consisted of two phases of linear ditches, probably 
stock pens. The earlier phase of ditches is undated, but the later one is of Roman date. The 
duration of Roman activity probably spanned from the 1st century until the 3rd century AD.

All the Roman features were sealed by a thick accumulation of post-medieval hillwash and 
there was no archaeological evidence for the reoccupation until 1780 when the new Ash 
Workhouse was built along the Sandwich Road frontage. In 1836 the workhouse was 
converted into a brewery by John Bushel. In 1840 he sold the premises to William Gardner, 
who established Gardner’s Brewery, which occupied the central portion of the site until 1968. 
Excavated remains of the brewery included brick-built cellars, a large circular brick-lined well 
and a robbed out brick-lined well of 18th or early 19th century date. In 1968 the site became 
an industrial premises which was latterly known as the Puma Power Plant

Post-medieval features of note included a land drain lined with cattle horn cores, and a 
saddleback ceramic land drain of late 18th or early 19th century date.
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